REMARKS 

The Office Action dated March 31, 2003 has been received and carefully studied. 

The Examiner objects » claims 3-7 because claims 3 and 5 were previously cancel,*. By 
the accompanying amendment, claims 3 and 5 have been presented as new claims 9 and 10. 

Tie Examiner rejects claims 1, 2, 6 and 7 under 35 U.S.C. § .03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Key e, al. in view of Ohtomo e« a.., hone e, a!, and Kitajima, ^ claim 4 as being unpatentabIe 
over Key e« a!., Ohtomo e. al., Inoue e, al. and Kitajitna in view of Schreuder. The Examiner states 
ma, Key et al. disclose a distance measuring system for measuring distance by receiving a reflection 
light beam from an object to be measured, me system comprising an arimmetic unit, a light emitting 
unit for emhting a measuring light beam and a photodetection unit for receiving me reflection light 
beam from an object to be measured and for issuing a signal based on a pho,„detec,i„„ amour, of the 
reflection ,igh, beam. The Examiner states ma, mere is provided presorted da,a ma, is obtained by 

* me object * be detected, wherein the control arimmetic unit compares me reflection light beam 
from the object ,„ be measured as a result of the distance measurement based on the reflection Hgh, 
beam and the presorted reference data. 

The Examiner admits ma, Key e, al. do no, disclose a measuring sys,em configured ,o 
^ermine whemer the object ,„ be measured is a prism or a natural object based on the result of me 

comparison.nordoKeye.al.disdoseas^gemu.oramodechangingswl.h. The Examiner takes 
-Officiaf-no tt ce-ma,-disp,a y s are convent, and would be obvious to use one for the purpose of 
viewing results. The Examiner cites Oh,omo e, al. for i B disdosure of a object detection scheme 
wherein a particular objec, is distinguished over anomer based on a characterise reflected light 
>**. .none et a,, is cited for its disclosure ofapparauts inciuding a storage unit configured to store 
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vames based on distance m „ K as reference values B te med by a disCTtatata ^ 

&ajtaa iS *" iK 4W "™ ° f ~ a mode switcnmg mechanism ^ 

Exammer concedes te it wou]d ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

« «- determine whedrer the „,ec, ,„ he measured is . prism „ . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
e. a,. , aMto modify me Key „ „. system ,„ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

a mode-changing switch as taught by Kitajima. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to reconsider her position. 

The present invention as Canned reia.es ,„ a distance measuring s y stem which ma.es i, 
possihie to perform distance measurements in hod, a p rism measuremenl mode usjng , ^ ^ ^ 
object to he measured, and a no». p ris m measure, mode where the prism is no, the o,ec, to be 

^^^^^^^^^^^ 

object, which are distinct* different in fte m „ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

and dtstinguishes me prism and narura. „ bjec , and ^ ^ mea _ ^ 

in contrast, the combinanon of Key e, at. and Ohtomo e, ai. (as weii as inoue e, a, and 
K«ajima) w„„,d no, icad ,„ the invention as Caimed. Specify, aithough Ohtomo e, ai. teach an 
object reflector detecting apparatus ma, can identity . predetermined ^ ^ ft ^ ^ 
'expeinng the reflect Ughts from any oUler members ^ ^ „ ^ ^ ^ 
2- - The appararus of Ohtomo e, ai. functions so as to no, n^cenly perform distance 

- - directs of ^ frora fc object ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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mode; instead, reflected light from any object other than 



the desired object to be measured is simply 



discarded. 

According*, even if one skilled i„ the art were motivated to modify the system of Key et al 
in view of Ohtotno e, a,., such a modified system would a, best mereiy determine whether an object 
<■ <he object to be measured or some omer object, and wouid men expei the reflected iight from ai, 
but the object * be measured. Absent impermissible hindsight, mere ,s absolutely no suggestion ,„ 
me combination of references cited to perform distance measurement on bom an object to be 
measured and a prism as required by the instant claims, nor is there 
to change the measurement mode accordingly. 

XI- amendment is oniy now being made to property present me subject matter of claims 9 and 



: any suggestion that it is possible 



10. 



Reconsideration, entry of the amendment, and allowance are n 
of the foregoing. 



espectfully requested in view 



Respei 




submitted, 



5. Lemack 
Reg. No. 32,579 
176 E. Main Street - Suite 7 
Westboro, Massachusetts 01581 
TEL: (508) 898-1818 
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